Era of Reforms -- Collaborative Painting Project 

In this project, you will collaborate with 2-3 other people to research a reform movement, create a piece of symbolic artwork, and use your art to teach the class about the reform movement.  In order to do this, your group needs to complete the following steps:

1. Select a reform movement from the Reform Era to research

· Abolitionist

· Temperance

· Child labor

· Prison reform

· Treatment of the mentally ill

· Treatment of animals

· Treatment of Native Americans

· Education

· Care for Orphans

· Womens’ Rights

· Working conditions for laborers

· Support for the destitute

2. Use the SweetSearch search engine to research about your topic – focus on (1) What conditions existed that required change, (2) what people were involved as leaders of this reform movement and what did they do, (3) what changes were made as a result of this movement, and (4) to what extent are the problems still there today (in 2020)?
3. Meet with your group.  Discuss the following:  

· What does the class need to know about this reform movement?
· How can we portray this reform movement?
· What symbols could we use (colors, numbers, pictures, etc.) in our painting?
· How can we arrange these symbols in a meaningful way?

4. Create a sketch of your group’s art vision.  This will be used as a “rough draft”.

5. Present your “rough draft” to Mr. Bradner.  Be able to explain the symbols you used and why you used them.   

6. Obtain a large piece of canvass.  Lightly, re-create your sketch on the canvass with pencil.  **Keep in mind that your finished painting should fill the entire canvass.  
7. Begin painting, making sure the entire canvass is covered with paint.
8. When you are done, everyone in the group signs your painting.
9. In a 3-5 minute presentation, use your artwork to teach the class about your reform movement.  Make sure to explain what symbols you’ve used and why.
***In total, this project is worth 200 pts***  
Here’s what will impact your final grade:

1. Your project/presentation are informative

· Explains what problems existed that required reform

· Identifies people who led the reform movement

· Explains what reformers did to make change

· Connects the problem to today (2019) *to what extent does the problem still exist?

2. Project/presentation show that students are “experts” on their topic
· Demonstrate an understanding of (1) why reform was needed, (2) who was involved, and (3) what changes were made

3. Directions were followed

· Multiple symbols used, full canvas is used, artists signed their work, rubric attached to back
4. Behavior

· On-task, used time wisely, cleaned mess daily, and were responsible with all materials

5. Presentation of artwork: easy to understand, all group members contribute, well-prepared, and clearly explained the details of this reform movement
